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Building 20 acme 


From the Scout Oath 


On my honor | will do my best: 


1. To do my duty to God and my 
country,jand to obey the Scout 
Law; 


2. To heip other people at all 2A) : oe 
times; Be 3 Sr ANNIVERSARY 1955 
3. To keep myself physically a pBOY s | Scouts va | AMERICA 


strong, mentally awake, and 
morally straight. 




















Letters to the Editors 





Thanks Offered Leaders of Reunion Effort 





Says Union Will Come 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Our Presbyterian Church, U. S., has 
been blessed with many capable, conse- 
crated leaders who have given of them- 
selves in an attempt to lead our people to 
a union with the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, and the United Presbyterian Church. 
It is difficult to understanding how a few 
anti-leaders, who do not represent the top 
positions in our denomination could exer- 
cise such influence as they have done. 
However, believing that they think they 
are correct in opposing union, we shall 
let them rest and our great church be 
looked upon as refusing to follow the 
capable leadership which is expressed by 
the majority of our former Moderators, 
college presidents, seminary presidents 
and so on. 

I would want the men who have labored 
so diligently for union to have the full 
thanks of our church and the assurance 
of the fact that we shall not stop—union 
will be brought about and eventually we 
shall be the Presbyterian Church of the 
United States. 

R. A. PFRANGLE, 
Old Stone Church, Lewisburg, W. Va. 


Some Next Steps 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

The battle of union is over. Let us hope 
that the guns of both sides will cease fir- 
ing. This is no time to gloat over victory 
or to be resentful in defeat. 

As a commissioner to the next General 
Assembly in Richmond, I am trying to 
think of steps which that Assembly might 
take to bind up the divisions in our church 
and heal the bitterness in many hearts. 
A great pool of suggestions along this line 
from sincere people all over the church 
ought to be made available to the com- 
missioners of the 1955 Assembly. If we 
could just channel a portion of the amaz- 
ing energy, which has been used during 
the past two years for the purpose of de- 
bating each other, into constructive work 
for the Kingdom, we would turn our be- 
loved Southland upside down. 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying .. . 
Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 
(Continued from last issue) 
Peter Lassen Ruth Beecher 
A. W. Smith Mrs. C. M. Kirkbride 
Walter Adams John McAfee 
Hedwig Lassen Gertrude Meier 
Roanoke, Texas Youngstown, Ohio 
TN 


I as aa 





Cl Ski cdcbeecacemanieas ow 

*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite? summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signature, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 


Above all, let us be in constant prayer 
for the next Assembly from now until its 
closing session. Much depends upon its 
spirit and its wisdom under God’s guid- 
ance, 

Price H. Gwynn, JR. 
Flora Macdonald College, 
Red Springs, N. C. 


NOTE: Such suggestions as recom- 
mended by Dr. Gwynn are already pour- 
ing into these offices, with many hopeful 
lines of endeavor indicated. Some of 
these will be printed here. 


Washington Presbyterians 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

In order that all those who come to the 
Nation's Capital to serve in any capacity 
in government or in other areas of our 
Capital city life might have pastoral care 
and find a vital church relationship while 
they are here, we urge churches through- 
out the country to notify their own de- 
nominational headquarters in Washing- 
ton, if there is one; a local minister, or 
the Washington Federation of Churches 
when any of their members come to serve 
in this community. 

Washington Federation of Churches. 
1751 N Street, N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 


‘Cordial Reception’ in 
Southwest 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Allow me, formerly a patron of the sev- 
eral publications you mention in your 
editorial heritage, The Continent, The In- 
terior, The Presbyterian Advance, The 
Tribune, and for sometime on your mail- 
ing list, join with others in expressing 
pleasure at the consolidation of The Trib- 
une with Tuk PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 

Il agree with others that while an of- 
ficial church magazine has a very worthy 
and useful place in informing the church 
of the program and work of the church as 
a whole, such an independent publication 
as you offer promises a more congenial 
field for expressing private opinions re- 
lating to the policies of the church than 
through a restrained official organ. 

I am sure that as the fact of this union 
of periodicals becomes more generally 
known, your publication will have a cor- 
dial reception and wide circulation among 
the USA people of the Southwest. 

F. H. Forp, Stated Clerk. 
The Presbytery of New Orleans, USA. 


Former Editor 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

When The Presbyterian merged with 
Presbyterian Life in 1948, those of us 
of the smaller journal chose to have it 
lose its life in the larger publishing ven- 
ture in order to save it in the service of 
Christ and his church. There was only 
one regret—that the oldest journal of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, was silenced 
as a journal of opinion. We believed, and 
still believe, that there is a place and a 
need for strong, independent journals of 


opinion in the religious field. Such jour- 
nals provide (1) sounding boards for 
ideas, (2) condensing chambers for the 
“blowing off’ of steam, (3) training 
grounds for young writers, and (4) leay- 
ening spirit and ideas for the meal of the 
church. 


As one who had a part in the “honorable 
burial” of The Presbyterian, I rejoice 
the merger of the U. S. Outlook and the 
USA Tribune, in the steadfast hope and 
prayer that the cause of independent jour- 
nalism may be advanced in the great 
Church of Jesus Christ. 

Jarvis S. Morris. 
Haddon Heights, N. J. 


Dr. Morris, former president of the 
Polytechnic Institute in Puerto Rico and 
former editor of The Presbyterian, is 
now a pastor. 


. . . Maybe if we can’t get together at 
once as a whole church, this is the way 
to cement the union. There is certainly 
a place for an independent paper and I 
trust that the combination of your forces 
will increase your circulation far beyond 
the present sum total of the two.... 

EDWARD B. PAISLEY. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dr. Paisley, formerly of the U. S. 
church, is secretary of Graduate Chris- 
tian Education for the USA church. 


For many years I have been a grateful 
and admiring reader and subscriber of 
both papers and rejoice that two maga- 
zines of vital interest have now been 
united. It is a commendable and hearten- 
ing advance. 

Each paper has a long and large tradi- 
tion. ... There is still sufficient difference 
that each can make a distinct contribu- 
tion to the new journal: one that has 
given emphasis to the church, the other 
to theology and social issues; one is 
church-minded, the other more distinc- 
tively problem-minded. Both are needed 
and I trust that God’s promise will be 
fulfilled: 


“When brothers dwell in unity... 

There the Lord has commanded the 
blessing, 

Life forevermore.” 


Therefore, I pray that the union will 
persist and grow and that it will be 
blessed and be a great blessing to the 
Presbyterian Church and to our country 
and to the God-fearing people of the en- 
tire world. ... 

T. H. McDowELLt. 
Oklahoma Director, National Conference 
of Christians and Jews, Oklahoma City. 


I am delighted to hear of the merger. 
... 1 feel that this is a very propitious 
merging at the time when our two 
churches are in the process of voting on 
a proposal for union. Your many 
friends wish for you great success in the 
days ahead. 

THomMas HOLDEN. 
Executive of the Synod of California, 
San Francisco. 


... I want to congratulate you on an 
excellent publication and to express the 
hope that union with The Tribune will lay 
the foundation for an even brighter fu- 
ture.... 

ArTHUR M. BANNERMAN, President. 
Warren Wilson College, Swannanoa, N. C. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492: 


night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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MODERATORIAL COMMENT . . . 


The defeat of the Plan of Union by the presbyteries of our 
church has disappointed the hopes and dreams of many of 


the leaders and members of our church of today. 


If for any 


cause this generation fails to effect union of these churches of 
like standards, surely our children will do it in their day. It 


must come sometime. 


—WADE H. BOGGS, Moderator of the Presbyterian, U. S. Assembly 


Lloyd Says Two-Way 
Union Is Uncertain 


Los ANGELES (RNS)—Will USA and 
United Presbyterians go ahead with a 
two-way plan of union, in view of the 
negative vote by the U. S. (Southern) 
presbyteries ? 

According to the USA Moderator, 
Ralph Waldo Lloyd, now on an official 
tour of the far western presbyteries, it 
will depend on two factors. 

“It would hinge,” he said, “‘on wheth- 
er the United Presbyterians have substan- 
tial-enough sentiment in favor of union 
to be willing to go ahead with us alone, 
and, secondly, whether such a move would 
delay unduly an eventful three-way 
union. 

“We have not formally discussed that 
and no discussions are planned at pres- 
ent.”” 

Dr. Lloyd said there is a chance that 
USA presbyteries will approve the Plan 
of Union unanimously. ‘There are in- 
dications that the United Presbyterian 
Church also will support it strongly. But 
in the Southern Church it is another mat- 
ter, thanks to a tightly knit opposition 
group—a minority group, I might add.” 

He attributed opposition in the South- 
ern Church to laymen who fear the USA 
Church as “too liberal in theology and 
social outlook.” 

““They also feel that they have a dis- 
tinctive witness that might be overwhelm- 
ed in the merged church,” he said. “But 
every test vote in the past five years indi- 
cates heavy sentiment favoring union.” 


Bonnell for Moderator 


A movement, with leaders in Los An- 
geles and New York, is underway to elect 
John Sutherland Bonnell, of the Fifth 
Avenue church, New York, as Moderator 
ot the 1955 Presbyterian, USA, Assem- 

ly. 





Spokesmen predicted that the 62-year- 
old minister would have nationwide sup- 
port when the Assembly meets next May 
19 in Los Angeles. 

Widely known as a preacher, Dr. Bon- 
nell has a weekly radio audience for his 
ABC “Pilgrimage” program. 


Vote on Union 


Following the first big day of presby- 
tery voting this month when 26 Southern 
units-—four more than needed—assured 
the postponement of reunion, a few others 
followed in the same week as follows: 

FOR: 

El] Paso 55-0 

Winchester 38-35 

Durant 12-7 

Mangum 15-5 

Albemarle 27-19 

AGAINST: 

Paris 33-27 

Orange 64-52 

The total was then 28-15 against, with 
21 others to vote before Feb. 1. Eight 
will vote in February, two in March, six 
in April and the dates of four are uncer- 
tain. 





Opponents of Union Called to 


Heresy Hunt in 


Just before the vote on union was 
taken this month a four-page reprint was 
circulated which was obviously calculated 
not only to gain an adverse vote on that 
question but also to stimulate more far- 
reaching action when that objective was 
attained. 

Written by Thomas G. Cross, the chal- 
lenge to opponents of union is put in 
these words: 


“Will defeat of union be a real victory, 
or will it so satisfy conservatives as to be 
the beginning of defeat? 

“It is our conviction that unless a vic- 
tory on the matter of union [i. e., against 
it] is followed by some aggressive action 
against modernist denial of the Scriptures 
in the Southern Church, defeat of union 
will accomplish very little indeed....A 
defeat of the proposed union is simply a 
delaying action, and union will be a fact 
in the near future. This must necessarily 
be so when we realize that the young min- 
isters are being educated in institutions 
which are pro-union.... 

“To initiate action and finally bring 
about a change in doctrinal complexion of 
either boards or institutions within the 
Southern Church is quite a different mat- 
ter. This, in our judgment, would take a 
majority much larger than the constitu- 
ency the conservatives now possess over 
the whole Assembly.” 


Writing from Wilmington, Del., Mr. 
Cross, is a minister of the Bible Presby- 
terian Church which was a part of a 
fundamentalist division from the USA 
Church nearly 20 years ago. It split a 


U. S. Church 


few years later to form the “Bible” 
and “Orthodox” Churches. He says: 

“If the Northern and Southern Presby- 
terian Churches are alike in doctrine, then 
it would seem to this writer that they 
should be united. If, however, Southern 
Presbyterians are opposed to union on the 
clear Scriptural command to be separate 
from unbelief (II Cor. 6:14 ff), then they 
should fight to maintain their separate 
denomination. It is to be hoped that all 
those who do not have a clear Scriptural 
reason for separation will be converted to 
the pro-union position before the vote is 
taken.” 


Outlook Writers 


Men who have written letters or brief 
articles on union in THE OUTLOOK are 
dealt with critically and Southern Pres- 
byterian ministers are charged with 
changing their vows but continuing “to 
hide out in the Southern Church after 
taking a different point of view.” 

“Such betrayal of vows by the world 
is sinful,” Mr. Cross says, “but by min- 
isters of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church it seems even more sinful. It 
may seem impossible to laymen who read 
these lines, but it is reported as a fact 
and we believe it. 

“It follows naturally, that if a victory 
against union is won on the basis of dif- 
ferences in doctrinal complexion between 
the Northern and Southern Churches, then 
the battle against difference in doctrine 


must be pressed within the Presbyterian 
Church, South, as well as being used as 








a basis for fighting against union. If this 
is not done, we would certainly predict 
union will simply be delayed and a clear 
defeat for the conservative cause will fol- 
low.” 


The writer goes on to ask: “Is it pos- 
sible that the issue immediately facing 
Southern Presbyterians may be won and 
the battle for a stronger conservative 
Presbyterian testimony in the South lost? 
We believe it is... . 


“The main issue of belief versus unbe- 
lief is attacked with reluctance by many 
Southern Presbyterian ministers and lay- 
men. The tearing off of the mask of un- 
belief and the presentation of its wicked- 
ness before a holy and righteous God 
ought to be the number one objective of 
those against union. With such an ex- 
posure there should be the promise of the 
same exposure of Southern Presbyterian 
departure from the church standards when 
the victory against union takes place, if 
indeed it does. Nothing short of this can 
save the testimony of the Southern 
Church. 

“If Southern Presbyterians are able to 
stop union, it does not follow that they 
can reclaim at once whole boards that are 
in the control of liberalism, such as the 
Board of Christian Education, or the sem- 
inaries now under the dominance of lib- 
erals. It should, however, be possible to 
deal with specific cases of unbelief within 
presbyteries where the victory against 
union is won. 

“It is the opinion of this writer that it 
would be just as impossible for Southern 


World Council of Churches Commission on Faith and 


Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, 1955 


Two statements made by the Second 
Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in 1954 give urgency to the ap- 
peal for prayers for Christian unity. 

“As we learn more of our unity in 
Christ, it becomes the more intolerable 
that we should be divided. We there- 
fore ask you: Is your church seriously 
considering its relation to other 
churches in the light of our Lord’s pray- 
er that we may be sanctified in the truth 
and that we may all be one?” (Assembly 
Message) 


“The measure of our concern for unity 
is the degree to which we pray for it. 
We cannot expect God to give us unity 
unless we prepare ourselves to receive 
His gift by costly and purifying prayer. 
To pray together is to be drawn to- 
gether.” (Report of Faith and Order 
Section) 

Persons responsible for suggesting spe- 
cial occasions for prayer are asked to set 
aside appropriate periods for earnest 
prayers to be offered to God for the unity 
of his people, now divided. 


The litany, prayers and intentions may 
be used for corporate or private devotion. 
They may be reproduced in any form or 
translation, so that as many Christians as 
possible will pray for the manifestation 
of our oneness in Jesus Christ. 


4 


Presbyterians to reform any board of the 
church or a seminary under the denomina- 
tion as it was in the Northern Church. 
If, however, the church or at least presby- 
teries within the church could show their 
strength and their determination to tear 
down unbelief by individual heresy trials, 
this might accomplish much. It certainly 
would manifest a desire to discharge the 
obligation taken on by affirmative answer 
to the ordination vow, ‘Do you promise 
to be zealous and faithful in maintaining 
the truths of the gospel and the purity and 
peace of the church, whatever persecu- 
tion or opposition may arise unto you 
on that account? 


“We would encourage our Southern 
Presbyterian brethren who see difference 
in doctrine as the basic argument against 
union to use it effectively and to continue 
this strong stand for a strict adherence to 
the church standards beyond the vote of 
union. Pursue it in your presbyteries 
where you can deal with those who have 
acknowledged they are not in agreement 
with the church standards. 


“In our day you may be unpopular to 
stand against those who are not in line 
with the standards of the church, but you 
have the right and the obligation to do 
so, and only by such action can you be 
faithful to your vow.” 


Related Incident? 

Shortly before the January voting on 
union, Dr. L. Nelson Bell of Asheville, 
N. C., one of the spokesmen against union, 
participated in a debate in Charlotte, 


Litany for Unity 
(Ephesians 4: 4-6) 
Almighty God, who didst make Thy Son 
to be Head of the ONE Bopy, his church, 
that in all things he might have pre- 
eminence: 

Forgive and heal our divisions. 

Our Father, who by the ONE Sprrirt hast 
called and baptized Thy people into the 
fellowship of the one Body: 

Forgive and heal our divisions. 
Blessed Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hast begotten us again unto the ONE 
Hove by the resurrection of Thy Son: 

Forgive and heal our divisions. 

O Jesus Christ, who through the sacrifice 
of Thine own Body and Blood hast 
shown Thyself to be our ONE Lorp and 
Savior: 

Unite us in Thy truth. 
Son of God, who wilt bring us through 
unity of the ONE FAITH unto a measure 
of the stature of Thy fulness: 

Unite us in Thy truth. 


Holy Spirit of God, who dost continually 

grant Thy diverse and fruitful gifts to 

the people united in the ONE Baptism. 
Unite us in Thy truth. 


Thou who art the ONE Gop AND FATHER 
of all, who art above all, and through all, 


N. C., where this issue arose. 

In that meeting Dr. Bell said, “Re- 
cently I told the president of one of our 
seminaries that his seminary was grad- 
uating men who had strong convictions 
regarding church union but that they did 
not hold similar convictions regarding the 
authority and inspiration of the Holy 
Scriptures. The president could make no 
defense or reply to me.” 

In the question period he was chal- 
lenged by one of the ministers present 
and the point was stressed again by Dr. 
Bell as he charged that the seminaries 
and those responsible for their work are 
failing to produce qualified or “sound” 
ministers. He also admitted that if this 
was true the presbyteries bore final re- 
sponsibility in receiving men who do not 
measure up to the standards in question. 

Presbyterians left the meeting assured 
that such spokesmen against union are 
as much displeased with the current 
leadership of the U. S. Church as with 
the leadership of the USA Church. 

The reprinted article of Thomas Cross 
is being distributed without identifica- 
tion of the source, under this caption: 


“Every member of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church should carefully and pray- 
erfully read and consider the contents of 
the following article.” 


Order 


and in us all forever and ever: 
nite us in Thy truth, 
AMEN. 
Daily Intentions for 
Intercessory Prayer 


1. For the guidance of God for those 
who work diligently on problems of 
uniting those churches which are now 
separated. 

2. For the impressing of God's will for 
unity upon all persons who study and 
teach the Holy Scriptures. 

3. For the change of mind of all Chris- 
tians who allow social, cultural, racial 
and psychological factors to perpetu- 
ate divisions of churches. 

4. For courage and candor to speak the 
truth in love when divided Christians 
face their differences. 

. For the granting of mutual under- 
standing to those who are divided in 
their interpretations of baptism and 
the eucharist. 

6. For a deeper and broader recognition 
of diverse ministries in churches now 
estranged from each other. 

. For the churches’ increasing unity in 
evangelistic witness before the non- 
Christian world. 

8. That all Christians may be given a 
real desire for the unity of Christ’s 
church, and that God may enable 
them to grow together. 
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45 Years of Scouting 


“GOOD TURN” by an unidentified 

British Boy Scout in 1909 to an 
American businessman who had lost his 
way in a London fog, led to the incorpor- 
ation of the Boy Scouts of America in 
Washington, D. C., 45 years ago on Tues- 
day, Feb. 8. 

The late William D. Boyce, Chicago 
publisher, was so impressed with the 
helpfulness of the British Boy Scout, who 
declined his tip for the “‘good turn,” that 
he accompanied the Scout to the office of 
Sir (later Lord) Robert Baden-Powell, 
founder of Scouting, learned about the 
program and brought a trunkful of pam- 
phlets to America. Later, he incorporated 
the organization. 

On June 21, 1910, a group of men 
representing 34 national groups interest- 
ed in youth, started developing the organ- 
ization and opened a temporary office in 
New York City. 

From that modest beginning the Boy 
Scouts of America has grown in 45 years 
until now it has an active enrollment of 
over 3,660,000 boys and adult leaders. 
Since 1910 more than 2,750,000 Amer- 
ican boys and men have subscribed to the 
Scout Oath and Law. 


First Decade: 1910-1919 


President Taft became Honorary Pres- 
ident of the new organization and at his 
invitation the first annual meeting of the 
National Council was held in 1911 in 
the White House. His successors in the 
White House have served as Honorary 
Presidents, and all have shown keen in- 
terest in Scouting. 

Colin H. Livingston of Washington, 
D. C., became the first president, an office 
he held until 1925. Daniel Carter Beard 
was National Scout Commissioner, a post 
in which he served until his death in 
1941, shortly before his 91 birthday. 

James E. West, a young attorney of 
Washington, D. C., accepted the invita- 
tion to be the administrative officer of the 
organization. Dr. West opened the first 
National Scout Office at 200 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York, on Jan. 2, 1911 with 
seven employees. Sixteen years later 
larger quarters were required and the 
National Office was moved to 2 Park 
Avenue, New York. 

Baden-Powell made a tour of the 
United: States in Sept. 1910, explaining 
the program wherever he went. His 
timely visit gave great impetus to the 
organization work. 

The first of many National “Good 
Turns” came in 1912 when Boy Scouts 
promoted a campaign for a safe and sane 
Fourth of July. Scouts rendered valu- 
able service at Gettysburg, Pa., in 1913, 
aiding the Civil War veterans who gath- 
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ered for the 50th anniversary of the 
famous battle there. 

Although a young organization, its 
members gave a good account of them- 
selves rendering aid in the spring floods 
in Ohio and Indiana. This and other 
civic service led Congress, in 1916, to 
grant to the organization a Federal Char- 
ter which gives special protection to the 
name, insignia, terminology. Another 
Act of Congress protects the Scout Uni- 
form. 


Service in World War | 


The Boy Scouts of America placed 
their full resources at the service of the 
Government in 1917 when this country 
entered the first World War. Then began 
a tremendous demonstration of boy-pow- 
er, trained and organized for service. 
Scouts sold 2,350,977 Liberty Loan 
Bonds totaling $147,876,962; War 
Stamps to a value of $53,043,698; lo- 
cated 20,758,660 board feet of walnut 
and the equivalent of a hundred carloads 
of fruit pits used in gas masks. Over 
30,000,000 pieces of Government litera- 
ture were distributed. Service in other 
ways included food and fuel conserva- 
tion and the growing of thousands of Boy 
Scout War Gardens. 

The active membership at the close of 
the first decade, Dec. 31, 1919 was 462,- 
060 Scouts and Leaders. 


Second Decade: 1920-1929 

The First World Scout Jamboree was 
held in England in July 1920. It at- 
tracted Scouts from 37 countries includ- 
ing 301 Scouts and 55 adult leaders from 
the United States. Since then the Boy 
Scouts of America had a prominent part 
in furthering world-wide aspects of 
Scouting. 

Scouts served as aides and guides at 
the Limitation of Arms Conference in 
1921. Outstanding civic service included 
forest conservation and assistance at the 
Knickerbocker Theatre disaster at Wash- 
ington, D. C., and floods at Pueblo, Colo., 
and San Antonio, Texas. 

In 1923 the Lone Scouts of America, 
comprising mostly rural boys, merged 
with the Boy Scouts of America. Where 
there are insufficient boys in rural areas 
to form a Scout Unit, a boy may become a 
Lone Scout, carrying on his program with 
the aid of an adult Friend and Coun- 
selor. There are several thousand such 
members today. 


In 1922 the Boy Scouts International 
Bureau was established in London. Today 
there are 56 Boy Scout Associations reg- 
istered by the Boy Scouts International 
Bureau with a total membership in 1952 
of 5,561,993 boys and adult leaders. 


The Second World Jamboree in 1924 
brought together 6,000 Scouts in a camp 
outside Copenhagen, Denmark, with 56 
Scouts from the United States. The Third 
World Jamboree marked the ‘Coming of 
Age” of Scouting in 1929. It was the 
largest encampment held to date with 
50,000 Scouts at Birkenhead, England, 
with 1,300 Scouts and leaders from the 
United States. 


Service in Disasters 

In 1925 Scouts gave outstanding aid in 
the Illinois tornado, California earth- 
quake and Louisiana fire, and the follow- 
ing year in the Florida hurricane and the 
Arkansas flood. 

President Coolidge shared in the pre- 
sentation of the first of the annual Silver 
Buffalo Award “for distinguished service 
to boyhood,” in 1926. 

A big Scout adventure came in 1927 
when eight Chicago Sea Scouts sailed 
with the Borden-Field Museum Arctic 
Expedition, north of Bering Sea. The 
following year Commander Byrd took 
a Sea Scout, Paul A. Siple of Erie, Pa., 
on his first Antarctic expedition and also 
in 1928 three Eagle Scouts accompanied 
the Martin Johnsons on a safari in 
Africa. 

The second decade closed Dec. 31, 
1929 with an active enrollment of 833,- 
897 Scouts and Leaders. 


Third Decade: 1930-1939 

In March 1930 President Hoover 
launched a development program at a 
dinner in Washington attended by Cabi- 
net officers, which commemorated the 20th 
anniversary. The Cub Scout program for 
boys of pre-Scout age was launched 
that year. In 1932 the Ten Year Pro- 
gram of growth was started, seeking to 
enroll at least one boy of every four, keep- 





Men’‘s Project 


Just adopted by the Presbyterian, 
U. S., Assembly’s Men’s Council: 

“In considering Scouting as a 
project in the local church, we 
would recommend that men’s 
organizations actively sponsor 
Scouting as a part of the overall 
program of the church; providing 
Christian leaders as Scoutmasters, 
Cubmasters, committeemen, etc., 
and that the Assembly’s Work 
Committee prepare proper litera- 
ture and helps in_ integrating 
Scouting into the church’s pro- 
gram for youth, relative to the 
God and Country Award.” 











ing them in Scouting at least four years. 
That year Mrs. Jacob H. Schiff presented 
to the organization the Mortimer L. Schiff 
Scout Reservation at Mendham, N. J. as 
its national training center, in honor of 
her son, a national leader in the move- 
ment for more than two decades, and 
president at the time of his death in 
1931. 

An American contingent of 406 Scouts 
and leaders attended the 4th World Scout 
Jamboree in Godollo, Hungary in 1933 
which brought 21,000 Scouts together 
from 46 countries. 

Scouts rendered outstanding service 
in relief work throughout the depression. 
The radio call from President Roosevelt 
on Feb. 10, 1934 for a “National Good 
Turn” resulted in the collection of 1,812,- 
284 items of clothing, household furnish- 
ings, foodstuffs and other supplies for 
the needy and distressed. 

In 1935 when the 25th anniversary was 
observed, the membership passed the one 
million mark. 

The ten millionth copy of the ‘“Hand- 
book for Boys” was presented to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt at the White House in 
1935. He was the first to become Presi- 
dent with a record as an active Scout 
Leader, having served as a founder and 
President of the Boy Scout Foundation 
of Greater New York, and member of the 
Troop Committee of the Warm Springs, 
Ga., Troop. 


First National Jamboree 

At the invitation of President Roose- 
velt, the Boy Scouts of America held its 
first National Jamboree in Washington, 
D. C. in the summer of 1937, with 27,- 
232 Scouts and leaders camping on both 
banks of the Potomac River. From this 
camp, an American Contingent of 814 
Scouts and leaders went to Vogelenzang, 
the Netherlands for the Fifth World 
Jamboree. 

While long-term and short-term camp- 
ing had been a feature of Scouting since 
its earliest days, this activity received 
new impetus in 1938 through the gift 
made by Waite Phillips of the Philmont 
Scout Ranch near Cimarron, New Mexico 
where each summer hundreds of seasoned 
Scout campers go for rugged Rocky 
Mountain camping experiences. 

Several thousand Boy Scouts and Sea 
Scouts rendered valiant aid during the 
New England hurricane in Sept. 1938. 

In 1939 and 1940 Boy Scouts rendered 
notable service to officials at the Golden 
Gate Exposition and at the New York 
World’s Fair. At the latter, Scouts lived 
in their own camp adjacent to the Fed- 
eral Building. 

The third decade’s close saw the active 
membership on Dec. 31, 1939 as 1,357,- 
993 boys and leaders. 


Fourth Decade: 1940-1949 


In 1940 the Emergency Service Corps 
plan was adopted for older Scouts. 
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Methods of mobilizing Senior Scouts to 
render aid in times of disasters, and 
severe storms were developed. The en- 
tire resources of the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica were placed at the service of the Gov- 
ernment with the declaration of war. 
Boy Scouts in Honolulu and Pearl Har- 
bor rendered valiant services immediately 
following the Pearl Harbor attack. 

It is estimated that over four million 
men in the Armed Forces were once Boy 
Scouts or leaders. 

During the war years Scout service 
included the distribution of Defense 
Bonds and Stamps Posters, air raid pos- 
ters and other Government literature; 
collection of aluminum, waste paper and 
rubber. They served as Government Dis- 
patch Bearers and helped harvest crops 
in addition to raising victory gardens. 

Sixty-nine requests by the Government 
from 1941 to 1945 for Boy Scouts war 
service were received. The World Friend- 
ship Fund from voluntary gifts of Scouts 
and leaders to help restore Scouting in 
the war torn nations was inaugurated. 
The Fund, since 1944, has made avail- 
able to Scouting in other countries cash 
and supplies to rehabilitate and build 
their national organizations. 

In 1943 Dr. James E. West, having 
served as Chief Scout Executive for 
32 years, became the Chief Scout and Dr. 
Elbert K. Fretwell became Chief Scout 
Executive for five and a half years, until 
Sept. 1948, when Dr. Arthur A. Shuck 
assumed the duties of the highest admin- 
istrative office in the movement. 

Walter W. Head of St. Louis, who 
served as President of the National Coun- 
cil from 1926 to 1946 was succeeded by 
Amory Houghton of Corning, N. Y. 

During 1947 the basic requirements 
were realigned, tested and authorized, 
putting equal emphasis on Scout spirit, 
participation and Scout craft or skills. 
In 1949 in line with other progressive 
moves, the entrance ages were lowered 
by one year as follows: Cub Scouting to 
8 years of age; Boy Scouting to 11 years 
of age and Exploring for young men be- 
ginning at 14. 

The Sixth World Jamboree, first since 
1937, brought together 32,000 Scouts 
from 38 countries in France in the sum- 
mer of 1947 with the United States con- 
tingent including 1,151 Scouts and 
Leaders. 

In Feb. 1948 and Feb. 1948 President 
Truman received twelve outstanding Boy 
Scouts at the White House who presented 
to him a “Report to the Nation” of Scout 
service to communities throughout the 
nation. It included everything from 
simple usher service at charity entertain- 
ments to aiding blood banks, traffic sur- 
veys and collecting millions of pounds 
of food for the hungry here and abroad. 

In February 1949 the organization 
launched its Crusade to “Strengthen the 
Arm of Liberty” to give more boys a rich- 


er experience in Scouting through better 
trained adult volunteer leaders. As the 
fourth decade closed Dec. 31, 1949 there 
were 2,579,515 boys and leaders enrolled. 


Into the Fifth Decade 


President Truman personally opened 
the Second National Jamboree which 
brought 47,163 Scouts and Leaders to 
historic Valley Forge for a week of camp- 
ing together in July 1950, when the Gov- 
ernment honored the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica with a commemorative postage stamp. 

The Crusade to “Strengthen the Arm 
of Liberty” ended with a 33 per cent gain 
in membership and goals were met in 
leadership and program. In 1951, the 
United States was represented at the 7th 
World Jamboree at Bad Ischl, Austria, 
by 700 Explorers. At this great conclave 
13,000 Scouts represented 59 countries 
and colonial possessions. 

In May, 1951 John M. Schiff of Oyster 
Bay, N. Y., succeeded Amory Houghton 
as President of the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
1ca,. 

Expanded development at the Phil- 
mont Scout Ranch at Cimarron, New 
Mexico, made possible new leadership 
possibilities. The Ranch now attracts 
10,000 Explorers each Summer from all 
parts of the nation for wilderness camp- 
ing. 

The three-year program, ‘Forward on 
Liberty’s Team,” was launched in 1952. 
That year Boy Scouts distributed more 
than a million posters and 30 million 
Liberty Bell doorknob posters in the 
Get-Out-the-Vote Campaign which saw 
a record turnout of more than 60 million 
voters. 

The Third National Jamboree was 
held at the Irvine Ranch near Los An- 
geles in July 1953 with 45,401 Scouts 
and leaders from all over the nation and 
21 other nations taking part. In 1954, 
at the request of President Eisenhower, 
their Honorary President and National 
Executive Board member since 1948, the 
entire membership of the organization 
undertook an extensive educational and 
technical conservation program. 

As 1954 drew to a close the National 
Office of the Boy Scouts of America 
moved into its own new building on U.S. 
Highway No. 1 a few miles from New 
Brunswick, N. J. The 45th birthday in 
February 1955 finds the organization 
with over 3,660,000 boys and adult 
leaders. 





Free Weekly Feature 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


The 1955 series of Living with Peace 
of Mind is now available free upon re- 
quest to ministers and other religious 
workers. This is a weekly column of 
devotional readings for local church 
papers and the church page of local news- 
papers. It is also being widely used in 
devotional meetings and radio programs. 

Krespy PAGr. 
Box 247, La Habra, California 
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DID THE GIRL SCOUTS CAPITULATE? 


Last year several individuals and groups campaigned over 


the radio and in the newspapers against the Girl Scouts. 
came along with the wave of hysteria that reached its height 


It 


in 


the winter of 1953-54. The Girl Scout Handbook was depicted 
as some kind of foreign document and all sorts of “bad” ideas 


Earlier Edition 

You have become an official member of the Girl Scout move- 
ment. 

Thinking Day falls during International Month on Febru- 
ary 22. This day is the birthday of Lord Baden-Powell, 
Founder of all Scouting, and is set aside in his memory. It 
is also the birthday of his wife, Lady Olave Baden-Powell. 
Thinking day reminds us of the friendship that exists among 
the countries that have Scouts and Guides. On this day mem- 
bers of the movement send their greetings to other members 
all over the world. 

Service is your way of making this a better world in which 
to live.... 

You are true to your family, friends, troop, school, religion 
and country. This does not mean that you think all these 
are perfect and always right. ... 

Name of Badge: One World 

... You are preparing yourself for world citizenship. 

The League of Women Voters of the U. S. is a nonpolitical 
organization. It has, as one of its purposes, the education of 
women for political action. Why not find out if there is a 
League of Women Voters in your town. They would prob- 
ably be willing to help you and your troop as you do this 
badge (My Government). They may advise you, too, as you 
set up a plan to serve as aides to voters. 

Gifts of the World: Tea—China; Bamboo—China. 

Start now by making new friends among those you think 
you do not like. Develop wide interests and right attitudes. 

The concept of “One World” had taken shape in her lively 
mind many years before the phrase became common. She was 
one of the first true internationalists. 

3. Do I use such expressions as “dago,” “nigger,” “chink’’? 

1. Do I believe there is good in every person and nation? 

12. Study advertisements and commercials on radio and 
TV to see how companies make us want to buy their product. 
Group your examples according to those which make you 
afraid, those which tell you about the quality of the product, 
those which promise to do wonderful things for you. 

10. Hold a discussion on the meaning of at least one of 
these or similar terms; stereotype, prejudice, autocratic, free 
enterprise. Find out how actions based on these attitudes 
affect your country and your troop. 


12. Learn about some large government project which helps 
people, such as reforestation, housing, agricultural experi- 
ments. 

9. Find out if there is a local chapter of the League of 
Women Voters of the U. S. Ask this group or some other 
civic group to help you with this badge. 

1. Memorize the statement on neighborliness in the United 
Nations charter. 

2. Present a patrol skit showing what it means to be good 
neighbors in your community and in the world. 


6. Arrange a choral speaking piece from parts of the United 
Nations charter. Present it at school or in a troop meeting. 

7. Draw a chart showing ways the World Association and 
the United Nations are alike. Know the countries that be- 
long to both. 

8. Decide on specific things your troop will do to further 
the ideas of the United Nations. Discuss together the mean- 
ing of ‘““‘world-mindedness.” 

9. Make a calendar of important Girl Scout and United 
Nations dates. Post it at troop meetings and plan observances 
for some of those dates. 


16. Make up a quiz game on the United Nations. 
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Dp. 


pp. 


were miscroscopically examined. 
satisfied and the Handbook has been revised. 


Now, the critics have been 
For compara- 


tive purposes, here are some of the significant passages in the: 
earlier and in the revised forms to show the general trend. 
(Editorial comment page 8.) 


. 26 


46 


. 4 


. 103 
. 190 
. 204 


416 


421 


431-2 


' Revision ; 

You have become an official member of the Girl Scout move-: 
ment in the United States. 

Thinking Day falls during International Month on Febru-: 
22. This day is the birthday of Lord Baden-Powell, Founder 
of all Scouting. It is the same as the birthday of George. 
Washington, the first president of our country, which is a 
national holiday. It is celebrated also by Scouts and Guides 
in memory of Lord Baden-Powell. Lady Olave Baden-Powell, 
the World Chief Guide, was also born on this day. Thinking 
Day reminds us of the friendship ... (same). 

Service is your way of making a contribution to your com- 
munity.... 

You are true to your family, friends, troop, school, religion 
and country. You try to understand the reasons why they 
are as they are and you may see ways they can be better... . 

Name of Badge: My World (same change throughout) 

... You are preparing yourself to be “a friend to all.” 

Why not find out if there is a nonpartisan organization in 
your town interested in good government. Ask one of these 
organizations to help you and your troop as you do the acti- 
vities in this badge. They may advise you, too, as you set 
up a plan to serve as Aides to Voters. 


Tea—India; Bamboo—Philippines. 
Start now by making new friends. 


The concept of ‘international friendship’ had taken shape 
in her lively mind long before the phrase became familiar to 
everyone. 

3. Do I call names that might hurt people’s feelings? 

1. Do I believe there is some good in every person? 

12. Study advertisements and commercials on radio and TV 
to see how companies influence you to want to buy their 
products. Group your examples according to those which 
tell about the quality of the products and those which play 
on the emotions only. 

10. Write down your attitude and opinions about a part of 
your country you have never visited. Check the accuracy of 
your views with books and with people who have been there. 
Plan and carry out a troop discussion about ‘generalizations’ 
and about ‘fact-finding.’ 

12. Learn about some large government project which helps 
people, such as reforestation, conservation, agricultural ex- 
periments. 

9. Find out about some nonpartisan group in your com- 
munity. Ask this group or some other civic group to help you 
with this badge. 

1. Read the preamble to the charter of the United Nations 
and discuss with your troop its statement on neighborliness. 

2. Present a patrol skit showing what it means to be good 
neighbors in your community, in your country, and in the 
world. 

6. Find out about one of the specialized agencies of the 
United Nations, and how it works. 


omitted 


omitted 


7. Decide on a specific service project for children made 
possible through the United Nations. Carry it out in your 
patrol or troop. 


omitted 


14. Make up a quiz game on the World Association of Girl 
Guides and Girl Scouts. 
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EDITORIAL 


Girl Scout Panic 


The leadership of the Girl Scout move- 
ment has been subjected to unbelievable 
pressure—and it has succumbed. 

What happens within and to this im- 
portant activity is of great concern to the 
churches for two reasons: (1) Because 
of the children who are in the movement, 
for whom the churches have a great re- 
sponsibility; and (2) The most frequent 
sponsor of a Scout troop is a church. 

Therefore, when superpatriots or other 
groups, including many haters of the 
United Nations, storm the headquarters 
of the Girl Scouts of the U. S. A. and get 
the basic printed material rewritten to 
conform to, or not to conflict with, their 
ideas, then it becomes a matter of general 
concern. Probably more of us should 
have been concerned before now (and 
some individuals or groups were), but 
at least the revisions in the Girl Scout 
Handbook (see page 7) are only in a 
supplement at the present time and the 
book itself has not yet been reprinted. 

As for the changes themselves, many 
of them are unobjectionable and some of 
them (like editorial changes) needed to 
be made. Most of the amendments are 
of small consequence except when you 
recall why they are there and when you 
note the sort of conformity that has been 
required. Then they take on particular 
significance. 

Running down the list of the changes 
in the book, you can detect an effort to 
dot the i’s and cross the t’s of the super- 
patriotic or nationalistic organizations 
and to diminish support of the United 
Nations and other international concerns. 
The “One World” of Wendell Willkie, 
or, for that matter, of John 3:16, gets the 
door. Anything but uncritical praise of 
“our country” becomes offensive, and ef- 
forts to build bridges of understanding 
between nations are suspect. 
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The Girl Scouts organization is too 
important to become the prey of the na- 
tionalists and subject to their narrow 
views. But if churchmen who recognize 
what is at issue do not rally to support 
the leaders in withstanding the terriffic 
pressures of organized groups, then we 
need not be surprised at the results. 

To be sure, we rather look to the GS 
leadership to stick to their guns and not 
to be panicked. If they submit in these 
instances, then why not on other issues 
if the pressure becomes great enough? 


Never Learned to Be Dull 


The truth of Pope’s familiar words can 
hardly be questioned—‘“‘A little learning 
is a dangerous thing.” It is certainly 
true of the preacher. Hence it is of great 
importance that he be a well educated 
man. 

But there is another side to the prob- 
lem. There are some things he should 
not learn: as is indicated in the review 
of a recent book—That Reminds Me, by 
former vice-president Alben W. Barkley. 

The reviewer refers to the many hu- 
morous anecdotes and reminiscences in the 
public addresses of “‘the Veep,” but also 
points out that Mr. Barkley was ‘“‘one of 
the most serious, perceptive and dedicated 
public citizens the country has _ ever 
known.” Then he adds: “It just hap- 
pened that he never learned to be dull.” 
Here is a thought which may well be 
pondered by all public speakers, includ- 
ing preachers. 

Some of the amusing stories used by 
Mr. Barkley would certainly be out of 
place in the pulpit but, on the other hand, 
the preacher can hardly expect the most 
profound and inspiring truths concern- 
ing the Christian life to have much effect 
on his hearers if he has already put them 
to sleep by his own dullness. After all, 
not only “‘a little” but much learning may 
be dangerous, especially if it leads away 
from wisdom. Both preacher and hearer 
need to heed the admonition of Proverbs 
+:7, as expressed in the Revised Stand- 
ard Version: ‘“Get wisdom, and what- 
ever you get, get insight.” 

—JamMEs E. CLARKE. 


GUEST EDITORS 


To the Girl Scout Pledge: 
“Never to Be a Coward” 


The Girl Scouts of America, were 
praised some months ago for intelligent, 
moderately progressive leadership. At the 
moment, the leaders of that movement 
deserve an indignant boo. For, under 
-ome outrageously silly attacks by a small 
and crackpottish minority of Americans, 
the organization’s guiding figures have 
scuttled off like frightened sheep. 

The new Girl Scout Handbook has 
changed a sentence reading “Start now 





by making friends among those you think 
you do not like,” which was meant to 
help racial and religious prejudices, so 
it says: “Start now by making friends,” 
Where the former edition read, “You are 
preparing yourself for world citizenship,” 
a wholly laudable goal in this age, it 
says: “You are preparing yourself to be 
i friend to all.” The United Nations 
can’t be mentioned now, and even a quiz 
game about it has been dropped. And 
a list of products put only by various 
countries has taken tea away from China 
and placed it in India. 

Why not insert a new pledge in the 
membership requirements: “I will try 
never to be a coward,’” and have the girls 
recite it in unison to their top leaders? 
The latter have lost respect on all sides 
now, not merely on one. Let’s hope they 
learn.—DEVERE ALLEN. 








Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Christian Education. Dr. W. Paul 
Ludwig insists that Christian colleges 
have a divinely special mission which 
should make their programs “‘as revolu- 
tionary as the gospel of Jesus Christ.” 
Who will deny that Christian colleges 
may save our democracy? The crying 
need of our day is to get into business and 
professional life young people who know 
Jesus Christ and who follow him. There 
is something more important than knowl- 
edge that our youth are getting in our 
Christian colleges. Church people should 
thing twice before sending a son or 
daughter to a secular college. Every dol- 
lar invested in a Christiaen college helps 
to insure the type of nation which all of 
us want our beloved America to be. 








Outlook Retirement. A distinction 
must be drawn between the right of an 
organization to fix a time for the retire- 
ment of its employees, on the one hand, 
and on the other hand the right of a 
Christian disciple to retire. The organ- 
ization’s right is clear, though I question 
the wisdom of fixing an arbitrary age for 
retirement regardless of capacity for serv- 
ice. But the right of an individual to 
retire from active service is quite another 
thing. Christ’s work is never done, and 
we are supposed to use our talents to ad- 
vance the cause of Christ as long as we 
are physically able. God will fix the 
retirement date. 


Dishonesty in Politics. Says a com- 
mentator regarding one of the major po- 
litical parties: “Leaders of the party will 
clamor for tax cuts but they admit on the 
side that tax cuts are wrong because the 
budget will not stand them.” Is there 
something about democracy that makes 
its politics essentially dishonest? 
Washington, D. C. 
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TARGET FOR CRACKPOTS (2) 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


Do not believe every spirit, but test the 
spirits —John 4:1. 

T IS a fact that the Christian church 

no less than any other legitimate en- 
terprise, is beset by crackpots. Why 
should it be? Odd characters with odd 
ideas are ever with us. The Apostle Paul 
prayed to be delivered from unreasonable 
men. The Apostle John knew of many 
“spirits” that were anything but divine. 
The modern minister sometimes has to 
waste a good deal of time with people 
whose ideas are mostly nonsense. Why 
is this? 

One great reason is the kind of thing in 
which religion is interested and with 
which it deals. In the first place, religion 
is concerned with the unseen. Not the 
kind of unseen which is right around a 
dark corner and which can be brought to 
light by going closer to it. Religion’s 
mysteries, her true mysteries, are not the 
not-yet-seen. They are the true Invis- 
ible. God, no man has seen nor can see, 
the Bible declares. Noman on earth can 
see pure Spirit, or spirits. 

Spirit is not an invisible form of 
matter, like water vapor; it is not mat- 
ter at all. \et it is in the center of 
religion’s interest. 


In the second place, religion is con- 
cerned with hope. This is a different 
kind of unseen. For religion is vitally 
interested in the future, a future which 
cannot be quite imagined and which when 
it comes will go beyond our dreams, as 
we believe. Religion is always interested 
in the unseen, and yet also in what can 
be seen. It is concerned with matters as 
tangible as food and clothing, health and 
wealth. And the Christian hope is not 
confined to some realm of pure spirit. 
Whatever we mean by “resurrection of 
the body,” “new heavens and new earth,” 
“second coming of Christ,” such expres- 
sions point to the fact that the Christian 
hope is not exclusively a hope of the 
intangible, still less imperceptible. 


UT both the qualities of invisibility 

and of futurity point to this: reli- 
gion’s concern with the supernatural. The 
kind of Invisible in which we believe, 
the kind of Future which our hope ex- 
pects, are both clear out of the dimensions 
known to science or to naturalistic phi- 
losophy. The proposition that all ex- 
istence and all energy can be reduced to 
and expressed in terms of physics and 
chemistry, or conversely that what can- 
not be so expressed is not real, is simply 
denied by the Christian religion. We 
are committed to the conviction that the 
supernatural is not only as real as the 
natural, but that the reality of the natural 
is a secondary kind of reality, that it is 
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derived from the supernatural. 

A recent article on Genesis in the New 
Yorker written by a man who says he 
is neither Jew nor Christian, assumes as 
a matter of course that the God of Genesis 
is an artist’s creation. That attitude is 
typical of a view precisely opposite to 
that of both Jew and Christian. On 
that view, a man who is part of nature 
and no more, dreams of a God who is no 
more real than any other dream. 

On the Christian view, the God who 
is (as we say) the Most Real Being, 
creates, calls into being, causes to be, 
the lesser reality which we call Nature, 
and that peculiar, perhaps unique kind of 
reality we call Man. 


The laws of nature are the laws of 
God only in the sense that they express 
his will; they are not the laws which 
govern him. 

He—not ghosts and goblins—is the 
true Supernatural. 

In the fourth place, religion deals with 
what is necessarily a strain on the mind 
of man. If the supernatural is real, if 
even spirit and the realm of spirit is still 
on this side of the line between Creator 
and created, if the God with whom we 
have to do is not only real, but infinite 
and eternal, then we can never hope to 
know God fully. Every creed, including 
our own, affirms that God is incompre- 
hensible. Not that we can know nothing 
about him; not that we have no “saving 
knowledge” of him. But God is the far 
immensity of his illimitable Self—this 
is the divine and eternal Mystery which 
we must adore but not explain. To think 
within the limits of the natural, to cal- 
culate the mass of the stars or to time the 
flight of the electron—these things may 
be difficult but they are the rightful do- 
main of the mind of man. But to think 
in the sphere of the supernatural is to 
rise to heights where we cannot breathe. 


LL this explains, perhaps, why 

crackpots always swarm wherever 
religion is—indeed, why wild parodies 
on religion often pass for the Truth. 
Since religion deals with the unseen, the 
crackpot parody assumes this to mean 
that religion is unprovable, out-of-this 
world, beyond any necessity of stating a 
rational case. 


But of course it does not follow that 
because the True Real is unseen, all 
alleged Invisible Things are therefore 
real. The reality of Spirit, for instance, 
by no means proves the reality of Ghosts. 
Since religion deals with hope, crackpot 
religions offer us pots of gold at the end 
of their invisible rainbows. But the ex- 
istence of real water beyond the horizon 
does not make it safe to trust every mirage 
within sight. 

Since religion deals with the superna- 
tural, it is to be expected that crackpot 
varieties will offer us miracle-working 
bones, weeping statues, previews of his- 
tory in the cracks of a pyramid. 

And since religion deals with That 
which transcends all powers of the human 
mind, it is no surprise that crackpot sub- 
stitutes will expect us to strain our minds 
to the breaking point, to believe contra- 
dictions and impossibilities, offered in 
the name of faith. 


E can try to avoid giving crackpots 

a chance, by withdrawing from the 
unseen, from distant hope, from the su- 
pernatural and transcendent; we can re- 
vise our religion so as to make it alto- 
gether this-worldly. We can cut the Bible 
down to the last half of the Ten Com- 
mandments and the Golden Rule; we can 
cut religion down until it is literally 
nothing but visiting orphans and widows, 
and keeping oneself more or less un- 
spotted from the world. But it is too 
costly a compromise. 


If we let religion mean ethics and 
nothing else, we have lost the very 
heart of ethics itself. 


Worse still, we shall have left a vac- 
uum for the crackpots to fill. For the 
heart of man is not to be satisfied with 
with the sheerly natural. 

If we do not answer man’s needs with 
truth, the crackpots will gladly supply 
him with nonsense. 
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EVANSTON REPORT 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


Earlier reports trom the Evanston meeting of the World Council of 
Churches appeared here, dealing with the ‘’sub-sections,’’ as follows: 
The Laity, Sept. 20, 27; Evangelism, Oct. 11, 18; Faith and Order, Nov. 
22; Intergroup Relations, Dec. 6. One more, on The Responsible So- 


ciety, will follow. 


HE ASSEMBLY of the World Coun- 

cil of Churches proclaims the Chris- 
tian hope in an hour of grave interna- 
tional crisis. . . . 

Nations arbitrarily divided by war and 
aftermath of war press for the restoration 
of their unity, as free and sovereign 
peoples. Millions of God’s children are 
in revolt against economic deprivation, 
political bondage and social inequality. 
Other millions of God’s children, uproot- 
ed from the land of their fathers, seek 
refuge from the storms by which they are 
beset. Curtains of disunity and divisive- 
ness create situations of tension around 
the globe. Nations and peoples whose 
primary desire is to dwell in peace, live 
in fear lest they will be destroyed by the 
conflict of power. 

This troubled world, disfigured and 
distorted as it is, is still God’s world. He 
rules and overrules its tangled history. 
In praying, “Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven,” we commit ourselves 
to seek earthly justice, freedom and peace 
for all men. Here as everywhere Christ 
is our hope. Our confidence lies not in 
our own reason or strength, but in the 
power that comes from God... . 

Christians everywhere are committed to 
world peace as a goal. However, for them, 
“peace” means far more than mere “ab- 
sence of war,” it is characterized positive- 
ly by freedom, justice, truth and love. 
For such peace the church must labor and 
pray.... 


Mankind Is Vulnerable 


War’s consequences can no longer seem 
remote to any individual; all mankind is 
vulnerable to a disaster from which there 
may be no escape. 

The foremost responsibility of the 
Christian Church in this situation is un- 
doubtedly to bring the transforming pow- 
er of Jesus Christ to bear upon the hearts 
of men. 

It is not enough for the churches to 
proclaim that war is evil. They must 
study afresh the Christian approaches to 
peace, taking into account both Christian 
pacifism as a mode of witness and the 
conviction of Christians that in certain 
circumstances military action is justi- 


fiable. Whatever views Christians hold 
in respect of these approaches, they must 
seek out, analyze, and help to remove the 
psychological and social, the political and 
economic causes of war. ... Christians in 
all lands must plead with their govern- 
ment to be patient and persistent in their 
search for means to limit weapons and 
advance disarmament... . 

An international order of truth and 
peace would require: 

1. Under effective international inspec- 
tion and control and in such a way that 
no state would have cause to fear that 
its security was endangered, the elimina- 
tion and prohibition of atomic, hydrogen 
and all other weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, as well as the reduction of all arma- 
ments to a minimum. 

2. The development and acceptance of 
methods for peaceful change to rectify 
existing injustices... . 

We call upon the nations to pledge 
that they will refrain from the threat or 
the use of hydrogen, atomic and all other 
weapons of mass destruction as well as 
any other means of force against the ter- 
ritorial integrity or political independence 
of any state... . 

The churches must condemn the de- 
liberate mass destruction of civilians in 
open cities by whatever means and for the 
automatic stationing of U.N. Peace Com- 
mission teams in areas of tension to iden- 
tify any aggression if it takes place. Chris- 
tians must continue to press for social, 
political and economic measures to pre- 
vent war. Among these should be the 
giving of strong moral support for the 
positive use of atomic power for the ben- 
efit of mankind. 


Above all, Christians must witness to 
a dynamic hope in God, in whose hands 
lie the destinies of nations, and in this 
confidence be untiring in their efforts to 
create and maintain an international cli- 
mate favorable for reconcilitation and 
goodwill. The specific problems and tasks 
will vary in each country according to 
circumstances. Civil authorities may be 
hostile to the church or even avowed ene- 
mies of Christ. We know that the power 
of the Holy Spirit does work effectively 
through the witness of faithful and obe- 
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dient and suffering Christians, and the 
purposes of God will not be denied but 
will be fulfilled in his time. 


In a Divided World 


The Assembly believes that an inter- 
national order conformed to the will of 
God and established in his peace can be 
achieved only through the reconciliation 
which Christ makes possible. Only thus 
will those transformed attitudes and 
standards, agreements and _ practices 
which alone will insure lasting peace 
become possible. Because of their belief 
in this Gospel of reconciliation and their 
experience of its power, Christians can 
never accept, as the only kind of existence 
open to nations, a state of perpetual ten- 
sion leading to “inevitable” war. On the 
contrary, it is the Christian conviction 
that war is not inevitable, because God 
wills peace. 

From this it follows that the first re- 
-ponsibility of Christians is to live and 
work for the reconciliation of men to God 
and, therefore, as individuals and nations, 
to one another. Endeavors to secure that 
nations shall live together in peace on 
any basis less fundamental than this are 
always precarious; at any moment they 
may prove to be but frail expedients in a 
world which has not yet become subject 
to the power of the Cross. 

Nevertheless, the preservation even of 
these ‘frail expedients,” in a world where 
Christ's reign is not yet acknowledged, is 
morally imperative as a minimum con- 
dition of international order. Today 
there is urgent need for this moral impera- 
tive to be recognized and acknowledged. 
... Only as... current tensions are re- 
duced and controlled will time be secured 
for bringing to bear the deeper and more 
creative influences of reconciliation. .. . 

“Co-existence” as conceived by Chris- 
tians cannot imply any willingness to dis- 
guise from themselves or others the vast 
difference which lies between the search 
for an international order based on belief 
in Christ and His reconciling work, and 
the pursuit of aims which repudiated the 
Christian revelation. There can be no 
abandonment of the right to assert this 
fundamental difference and the faith on 
which it rests... . 

However deeply the conflict may be it 
is not necessarily an insuperable bar to 
living together in a divided world. The 
same may be said of methods of political 
and economic organization, whether they 
be democratic or dictatorial... . 


What Nations Owe 

The world community has become in- 
terdependent. The status of hitherto de- 
pendent people has undergone radical 
change, resulting in entirely new rela- 
tionships between them and the rest of 
the world. The older types of colonialism 
and imperialism are surely dying out, 
but new forms of imperialism call for 
vigilance. 
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We welcome the development of inter- 
national responsibility in place of old 
colonialism, and the principle of inter- 
national study and review, exemplified 
by the United Nations Trusteeship Sys- 
tem. 

In the new context of our age relations 
between people hitherto ‘‘subject” and 
“ruling” should be one of partnership and 
cooperation. Counties enjoying new po- 
litical freedom urgently need economic 
and technical help. .. . 

Many of the politically new nations 
are old nations with centuries of culture 
and civilization behind them. In this 
partnership of sharing they have their 
own distinctive contribution to make. But 
for this partnership to be fruitful there 
is required in nations “young” or “old” 
a readiness always to learn from one 
another. 


U.N. and World Community 

... The brief history of the United 
Nations has been one of growth and de- 
velopment and if it is to live it must 
continue to grow. The United Nations 
can become more comprehensive in its 
membership. . . . 

Despite the potential danger to inter- 
national peace and security seen in re- 
gional associations, they have a valid 
place in a cooperative world order, pro- 
vided: 

1. They are clearly defensive in char- 
acter and military actions are subject to 
collective decision; 

2. They are subordinate to and rein- 
force the aims of the Charter of the 
United Nations; 

3. They serve the genuine mutual in- 
terests and needs of the peoples of the 
region. 

Regional associations which meet these 
requirements can strengthen the world 
organization by reducing threats to the 
peace and by lessening the number of in- 
ternational questions thrust before the 
world forum. Christians have an obliga- 
tion to measure regional groupings by the 
interests of the world community. 

“One of the fundamental principles of 
international community in the U. N. 
Charter is that of the ‘sovereign’ equality 
of states, great and small. The principle 
is again and again in danger of being 
disregarded by the Great Powers, not 
merely through efforts to dominate, but 
also through efforts to impose a type of 
organization on the community of na 
tions. Christians therefore, should stand 


firmly for the respect and protection of 
the essential rights of smaller nations.” 


... The proclamation of international 
standards in the Declaration of Human 
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UNION SEMINARY (Va.) FELLOWSHIPS—Fellowship awards at Union 

Seminary in Virginia have been announced as follows (left to right, above): 

seated, John R. King, Richmond, Va., and Wilmington, N. C., the Larus 

Fellowship; Arthur M. Lindsay, Greenville, S. C., Hoge; Earl D. Roberts, 

Athens, Ga., Larus; standing: John G. Gibbs, N. Wilkesboro, N. C., Drum; 

Donald W. Shriver, Jr., Norfolk, Va., Moore and Howerton; Richard F. Per- 
kins, Wilmington, N. C., Johnson. 


Rights, and efforts to provide interna- 
tional safeguards through Covenants on 
Human Rights with effective implimen- 
tation reflect an awakening international 
conscience. . . . To build a strong defense 
of human rights requires vigorous, broad 
and persistent educational efforts. Chris- 
tian education can make an important 
contribution here. 


Towards an International Ethos 

. . . The churches must, therefore, see 
in the international sphere a field of 
obedience to Jesus Christ. The Church 
must seek to be the kind of community 
which God wishes the world to become. 
By virtue of its calling it must act as a 
redemptive suffering fellowship in the 
form and manner of its Lord Jesus Christ. 
Within it differences of sex, class, nation, 
color, or race are to become a source of 
mutual enrichment, and not of rivalry or 
antagonism. 


Specific International Tensions 

. .. The churches’ work is likely to be 
effective only when they direct themselves 
to the causes of friction and to friction 
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With the March-April issue, The Upper Room reaches its Twentieth Anni- 
versary. Its amazing circulation of 3,000,000 copies per issue is a phe- 
nomenal record among religious periodicals. Published in 29 separate 
editions and 24 different languages and Braille, its world-wide popularity 
as a daily devotional guide is evidence of the outstanding devotional content 
of each issue. Its contributors represent a cross section of the Christian 
religion today, and it is not surprising that the combined work of such 
writers should meet an unprecedented demand among Protestants of all 
faiths .. . that all over the world, Christians lift their hearts in daily devo- 
tions through its inspiration, use it for family worship . .. that 65,000 
churches supply it regularly to their congregations. 
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and daily devotions in order to attain the full spiritual refreshment and 
inspiration of this holy season. 
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a means of sharing the same pre-Easter meditations, prayers and Scripture 
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And at Easter time, a year’s subscription to The Upper Room makes a 
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- copy, postpaid. Special air mail edition for youth and 
for men and women in service, same price. Order from 
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itself as, when, and where they arise. It 
is therefore important that Councils, Fed- 
erations, and groups of churches should 
develop and make full use of their own 
Committees or Commissions on Interna- 
tional Affairs. In this way they may ex- 
press the mind of the churches on inter- 
national relations, increase their influence 
in the search for positive solutions, and 
seek to build up an enlightened and ef- 
fective Christian public opinion on inter- 
national affairs. 


Louisville Minister Opposed 
For Statement on Cremation 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. (RNS)—The conten- 
tion of a Louisville Presbyterian minis- 
ter that cremation is “the most Christian 
way of disposing of the body after death” 
has drawn the fire of The Record, weekly 
newspaper of the Roman Catholic Arch- 
diocese of Louisville. 

William A. Benfield, Jr., pastor of 
Highland Presbyterian church, said in a 
sermon that because of the tendency “‘to 
associate the essential person with that 
person’s body,” the body after death is 
given an emphasis that is often more 
pagan than Christian. 

“The New Testament teaches that the 
person leaves the body at death,” he said. 
“The person is with God and is given 
a spiritual body.” 

In an editorial, The Record commented 
that “while the reverend gentleman made 
no mention of the Catholic Church, 
everyone knows that the Catholic Church 
is opposed to cremation except in cases 
of real necessity.” 

“His reasoning is wide of the mark,” 
the editorial said. ‘According to tradi- 
tional Christianity, as opposed to pagan- 
ism, it is not the ‘person’ that is ‘with 
God’ after death, but the soul. The soul 
is only one of the essential parts of the 
human person. The body itself awaits 
resurrection: reunion with the soul, 
through which is effected the re-establish- 
ment of the complete human person. 

“While modern Catholic teaching is 
well aware of the scientific difficulties in 
this belief,” the editorial continued, “‘it 
insists that the resurrection of all men 
is bound to resemble the resurrection of 
Christ, ‘the first-fruits of all those who 
have fallen alseep.’ 

“Now Christ’s body was, in a true 
sense, the same after the resurrection, 
even though it then has spiritual quali- 
ties. ‘Look at my hands and my feet,’ 
he said, ‘to be assured that it is myself; 
touch me, and look; a spirit has not flesh 
and bones, as you see that I have.’ 

“Apart from this, the very fact that 
Christ himself was buried—with explicit 
approval on his part as to the customs 
to be observed—should be argument 
enough that burial is by no means un- 
Christian.” 
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NEW LIFE IN CHRIST 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for February 13, 1955 
John 3:5-7; Acts 16:25-43; 2 Corinthians 5:17 


How can a man be born when he is 
old? The que-:tion which Nicodemus 
asked (Jn. 3:4) is a question that is 
often asked in one way or another. 

Can the man who has gone wrong begin 
anew? Can the alcoholic who has be- 
come the victim of drink escape the 
clutches of the evil habit which holds him 
in its grip? Can the man who hitherto 
has lived for self find a higher and a 
nobler purpose in life? Can we learn 
to control our tempers, to overcome this 
unfortunate habit or that, to change our 
personalities for the better? And if so, 
how? 

The New Testament says that we can 
find new life in Christ. And Christian 
experience for nearly two thousand years 
confirms the claim. 

William F. Anderson has written: 

“The experience of the new birth has 
received predominant emphasis in every 
period of the Church’s growth. It has 
constituted the central teaching of or- 
ganized Christianity. In the Reformation 
period, the Wesleyan revival, the Salva- 
tion Army movement, the cry was always, 
‘Ye must be born anew.’ A growing man 
is born again and again times without 
number. The experience of a rebirth may 
come to him as he looks over a landscape, 
as he beholds the glory of the rising or 
the setting sun or the majesty of the mid- 
night heavens, as her reads a new book 
or forms a new acquaintance with a rich 
personality. But to be born from above 
is an experience altogether unique. This 
changes the center of gravity of a man’s 
life, removing it from the region of things 
into the realm of eternal reality. Paul 
put it well: ‘Behold all things are made 
new.’” (Hammer and Sparks, published 
by Fleming H. Revell) 

“To be converted, to be regenerated, to 
receive grace, to experience religion, to 
gain an assurance “are many phrases 
which denote the process, gradual or sud- 
den, by which a self hitherto divided and 
consciously wrong, inferior and unhappy, 
becomes unified and consciously right, 
superior and happy, in consequence of its 
firmer hold upon religious realities.”— 
William James in Varieties of Religious 
Experience. 


1. How Can a Man Be Born When He 

Is Old? 

Nicodemus, who asked the question 
which we raised at the outset, was a 
Pharisee, member of a sect which hoped 
to find salvation for their nation through 
the careful observance of God’s Word as 
revealed to Moses and interpreted by the 
“fathers.” Nicodemus was also “a ruler 
of the Jews,” in other words, a member 
of the Sanhedrin, which was the highest 
legislative, judicial and executive body 
in the nation. He was necessarily, there- 
fore, a man of high reputation, of learn- 
ing, of influence and of power. _ He look- 
ed forward, as did all patriotic and re- 
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ligious minded Jews, to the time when 
God would deliver Israel from the yoke 
of Rome and establish his reign of right- 
eousness and peace among men. When 
Jesus came healing the sick and pro- 
claiming that the long expected Kingdom 
of God was at hand, Nicodemus was im- 
pressed. 

He came to Jesus by night almost cer- 
tainly because he did not wish his visit 
to be generally known. His colleagues 
had already rejected Jesus’ credentials. 
Nicodemus himself was a modest, re- 
served, cautious man and did not wish 
to commit himself openly until he was 
sure of his ground. 

“Rabbi,” he said, ‘“‘we know that you 
are a teacher come from God; for no one 
can do these signs that you do, unless 
God is with him.” 

Jesus answered him, ‘Truly, truly I 
say to you, unless one is born anew, he 
cannot see the Kingdom of God.” 

The conversation, of course, is 
abridged. It may be that Nicodemus had 
intimated that he wished to know some- 
thing about the Kingdom which had been 
the staple of Jesus’ preaching, or it may 
be that Jesus answered the question that 
was in the back of Nicodemus’ mind. In 
either case, we need to remember that 
Niccdemus sincerely longed for the com- 
ing of the Kingdom, but he expected it to 
be established by a political revolution 
and by acts of power which the miracles 
of Jesus seemed to prophesy; and he be- 
lieved that every Jew by right of birth 
would have a place in the Kingdom. 

Jesus said, “You are wrong; no one, 
not even of the Pharisees, can ever see 
the Kingdom of God, much less share in 
its blessings, unless he is born again.” 

The new birth as a metaphor of spirit- 
ual regeneration was not unknown. But 
the very idea that the Jews, God’s Chosen 
People, must be born again before they 
could even see the Kingdom promised by 
the prophet- was a startling one which 
Nicodemus could not accept. If Jesus 
had said, ‘Every Gentile must be born 
again,”’ Nicodemus would have interposed 
no cbjection.” He might possibly have 
been willing to admit that an ordinary, 
uninstructed Jew would have had to un- 
dergo some radical change, but he could 
not conceive it to be necessary in his 
own case. So some of us who insist that 
the Communists must be born again be- 
fore they can catch sight of the Kingdom 
of God, might be shocked by the idea 
that all Americans must be born again, 
and even we Presbyterians. 

Nicodemus’ reply may have been 
spoken ‘‘just to give himself a little time 


to think up some kind of argument 
against the preposterous, as he saw it, 
claim against him that Jesus was mak- 
ing.” Sparring for an opening, he said, 
“How can a man be born when he is 
old? Can he enter a second time into 
his mother’s womb and be born?” Or 
it may be that Nicodemus realized how 
difficult it is for men (and nations) to 
change their habitual set of mind, the 
characters which they have formed over 
the years. It is impossible, he said, just 
as it is impossible for a man to be reborn 
physically. Just so, some men today, 
when it is suggested that some social evil 
be overcome, poverty or war, for example, 
reply, “It is impossible, for human nature 
never changes.” Or, if one suggests that 
they themselves need to change in this 
respect or that, they respond, “I am too 
old to change. That is the way I am 
built.” 

In response to Nicodemus’ question, 
Jesus replied, ‘Truly, truly I say unto 
you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of 
God.” Jesus does not simply repeat the 
idea previously expressed. He explains 
what it means to be born again. It means 
to be born of water and of the Spirit. 

Water refers to act of baptism and to 
similar purifying rites with which Nico- 
demus was familiar. It is a human act, 
suggesting repentance, confession and 
consecration on man’s part, but also the 
pardon, the cleansing, which God _ be- 
stows in response to man’s approach. 
The Spirit suggests a new spiritual life 
such as only God can bestow. We have 
then in Jesus’ phrase both the human and 
the divine aspect of the new birth. There 
must be repentance, confession and con- 
secration before one can enter the King- 
dom of God, but there must be something 
more. ‘There must be pardon and puri- 
fication, and above all, the transforming 
power of the Holy Spirit. Physical birth 
prepares us for the physical world; spirit- 
ual rebirth is necessary if we are to enter 
the Kingdom of God whose laws are 
spiritual and whose blessings are based 
on spiritual realities. 

True there is a mystery here, but that 
is not surprising. Take the wind. We 
have here the manifestation of an unseen 
power, but the results are apparent. So 
it is with the new birth. The spirit moves 
and works unseen. No one can see the 
proces es of regeneration. But the re- 
sults are manifest (cf. Gal. 5:22-23). 


Il. What Must I Do to Be Saved? 

We have an illustration of the new 
birth, one out of many, in Acts 16:25-43. 
In Philippi, Paul and Silas had been 
scourged by order of the magistrates and 
sentenced altogether unjustly to prison. 
The jailer with unnecessary severity, put 
them into the dungeon reserved for hard- 
ened criminals and fastened their feet 
in the stocks, a tortured position which 
would grow steadily more uncomfortable 
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as the night progressed. 

About midnight, we read, Paul and 
Silas were praying. We are not surprised 
at that. Almost anyone would have pray- 
ed under the circumstances, and these 
men believed in prayer. They were pray- 
ing, we read, and singing hymns, and the 
Greek word means hymns of praise. They 
were praying and singing because there 
was a peace in their hearts which the 
world could not give, and which nothing 
which happened to them in this world 
could ever quite take away. The prison- 
ers, Luke tells us, were listening to them, 
and no wonder. 

A sudden earthquake, not uncommon 
in the region, shook the bars from the 
door and the chains from the wall. The 
jailer, awaking from sleep, was about 
to kill himself, confident that the prison- 
ers for whose safety he was re:ponsible 
with his life, had escaped. But Paul 
cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm 
yourself, for we are all here.” The jailer 
called for lights, rushed in, and, trem- 
bling with fear, fell down before Paul 
and Silas, and cried, ‘Men, what must 
I do to be saved ?” 

We need not be surprised at his ques- 
tion. There was a great longing for 
assurance of immortality in the first 
Christian century, and there were many 
religions offering ‘salvation’ to their 
devotees. The jailer knew, no doubt, that 
Paul and Silas had been preaching their 
way of salvation in Philippi for many 
weeks. 

Paul replied, “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus and you will be saved, you and 
your household.” The jailer believed. 
He and the members of his household 
were baptized, and they found that night 
a new jov which none of them had known 
before. 

What does it mean to believe in the 
Lord Jesus? It means to believe that 
Jesus is Savior and Lord. It means to 
believe that God’s love is revealed in 
Jesus, that God’s will is revealed in 
Jesus; and it means to accept that love. 
and to surrender to that will. 
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Believe in the Lord Jesus, Paul said, 
and you will be saved: But what does it 
mean to be saved? To many in our day, 
as in Paul’s day, to be saved means to 
escape the punishment of hell and to 
enjoy the bliss of heaven; it is something, 
in other words, to be realized solely in 
the future. Like the young minister who 
described a certain cantankerous deacon 
in his congregation as harsh to his fam- 
ily, niggardly with his money, tricky in 
a bargain, quarrelsome in the church, and 
without public spirit in the community, 
and ended up by saying, ‘Still I believe 
he is a saved man.” 

It is that sort of talk about salvation, 
Dr. Garrison commented, which bring 
the very word into disrepute, as though 
it were a mere piece of cant. 

Dr. H. E. Fosdick once wrote: 

“Salvation is no formal status, decreed 
by legal enactment, as though a judge 
technically acquitted a prisoner. It is 
new life, inward liberation from old 
habits, apprehensions, anxieties and fears. 
It lifts horizons, consumes impossibilities 
and at the center of life sets the stirring 
conviction thet what ought to be done 
can be done. 

“Christians who are accustomed lightly 
to assert that they are saved, need es- 
pecially to take this truth to heart. Some 
speak as though salvation were a techni- 
eality, end they sng about it: ‘Tis done, 
the great transaction's done.’ 

“To many such, were candour courteous, 
one would wish to say: Saved? Saved 
from what? You are habitually anxious. 
Your life is continually vexed with little 
fears and apprehensions. When trouble 
com's, you are sure that you cannot 
stand it; when tasks present themselves, 
you are certain that you cannot perform 
them. You have pet self-indulgences from 
major sins to little meannesses; you know 
that they are wrong, but when suggestion 
comes that you surrender them, you are 
sure that you have not the strength. When 
causes plainly Christian, on whose suc- 
cessful issue man’s weal depends, appeal 
to you for help, you weaken every enter- 
prise by your disheartenment. Saved from 
what? Not from fear, timidity, selfish- 
ness and stagnation. And if you are saved 
from hell, what is hell but the final sub- 
jugation of the soul to such sins as you 
are now cherishing? The words of Jesus 


are promises of saviorhood from real and 
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present evils. ‘Be not anxious.’ 
no more,’ ‘Fear not, little flock.’ ” 


‘Go, sin 


The Bible does indeed speak of salva- 
tion sometimes as past—for the decisive 
victory has been won. It does at times 
speak of salvation as future—for its 
consummation lies in the life beyond. 
But ordinarily the Bible speaks of salva- 
tion as something which is realized pro- 
gressively in the here-and-now; and that 
salvation which is available now is sal- 
vation not only from selfishness and sin 
but also from anxiety and fear: It leads, 
on the one hand, to holiness of life and, 
on the other, to victory or lordship over 
the world. 

As Paul writes in II Corinthians 5:17: 
“If anyone is in Christ he is a new crea- 
tion; the old has passed away, behold, the 
new has come.” 

E. Stanley Jones comments: 


“The basic drives—self, sex and the 
herd—have been cleansed and united and 
directed toward new ends. Note that they 
have not been eliminated. Put them out 
by the door and they will come back by 
the window. If they cannot be eliminated, 
neither can they be repressed without 
sett ng up complexes and conflicts. There 
is one thing, and one thing only, that can 
be done—they can be cleansed, redirected, 
and united under a single controlling pur- 
pose by the Spirit of God. 

“Note this passage says: ‘Old things 
are passed away; behold, they (the old 
things) are become new.’ Self has passed 
away as the center of one’s life and the 
center of festering interests, and yet, 
behold, it has become new—it is back 
again, an old thing and yet forever a new 
thing. The self now cleansed of its con- 
flicts and its guilts is a self you can live 
with, and live with it with joy. You can 
love yourself now for you love something 
beyond yourself. 

“Sex as an old dominant corrupting 
force has passed away, its dominance 
gone, but it is back again—behold, sex has 
become new. It is now a creative force 
functioning within the marriage relation- 
ship as procreation and a deeper fellow- 
ship, or outside the marriage relationship 
as creating newborn souls, new hopes, new 
movements, new life in dead souls and 
situations. Sex as an end in itself has 
passed away, but sex as eternal creation 
is back again, for it has become new. 

“The herd urge as dominant has passed 
away. The herd is no longer God—God 
is God. You come out from under the fear 
and dominance of the herd, its spell is 
broken, it has passed away. And yet it 
has become new. Now you can go into 
the herd with an emancipated heart... 
delivered from the herd, now you can be 
sent to the herd; you can love the herd 
since you love something more than the 
herd, God. The herd has passed away, 
but behold it has become new.” (How 
to be a Transformed Person, Abingdon 
Press ) 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
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BOOK NOTES 


NON-FICTION best-seller for the third 
successive year, to the surprise of some 
of the book statisticians, was the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible. Total 
copies sold numbered 710,359. 
* * Ox 





BEST seller in the fiction group was Not 
As a Stranger by Morton Thompson, 
but the number of copies sold is not re- 
ported. Second in non-fiction was the 
Peale book, The Power of Positive Think- 
ing, with 531,336 copies. 
‘* * 
MOST intere ting recent item discussing 
the “positive thinking” idea of Dr. 
Peale was in The Reporter magazine for 
Jan. 13 when William Miller, Smith Col- 
lege professor, offered “Some Negative 
Thinking about Norman Vincent Peale.” 
One paragraph: 

“As a result of reading Dr. Peale’s one 
point in every simple, easy book, chapter 
and paragraph, I am so full of ‘confidence- 
concepts,’ ‘faith-attitudes,’ and ‘energy- 
producing thoughts,’ of ‘thought-condition- 
ers’ and ‘spirit-lifters,’ of ‘10 simple, work- 
able rules,’ ‘8 practical formulas,’ ‘7 simple 
steps,’ ‘2 fifteen-minute formulas,’ and a 
‘3-point program’ of ‘proven secrets,’ ‘true 
stories,’ and ‘actual examples,’ of ‘healing 
words’ (‘tranquillity,’ ‘serenity’) and 
‘magic words’ (‘Faith Power Works Won- 
ders’), so adept at ‘Imagineering’ and 
‘Mind-drainage’ (also ‘grievance-drain- 
age’) that I have the Confidence, Faith, 
Vigor, Belief, Energy, Efficiency, and 
Power to write an article criticizing Dr. 
Peale. Believe me, Dr. Peale, without you 
I never could have done it.” 

+ + & 
HARPER announces a Charles B. Tem- 
pleton book for Feb. 16: Life Looks 
Up, related to his TV “Look Up and 
Live” program. 
* * 2 
BOOK CLUB SELECTIONS: 

Book-of-the-Month (Mar.): Conquest 
of Man, Paul Hermann, Harpers. 

Pastoral Psychology (Mar.) Becom- 
ing, Gordon Allport, Yale Univ. Press. 

Pulpit Book Club (Mar.): Life Looks 
Up, Chas. B. Templeton, Harpers (see 
above). 

Religious Book Club (Feb.): 
Sermons. Paul Butler, ed. 


Hill. 


PARTNERS IN PRAYER. Edited by Char- 
lotte Marvin Clough. Doubleday and Co., 
New York. 256 pp., $2.95. 

Partners in Prayer, a family book of 
devotion, contains a Bible reading, a pray- 
er, and a devotional message for each 
day of the year. Each month’s material 
is intreduced with an article intended 
to help the reader to know how to pray 
and how to grow in his prayer life. These 
essays are very fine, some of the authors 
being: Frank C. Laubach, Sam Shoe- 
maker, Starr Daily, Ralph W. Sockman, 
and Roy Burkhart, to mention only the 


Best 
McGraw- 


| better known of them. 
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Kansas City, Mo. (RNs)—The 
ideal minister is, first of all, a 
Christian rather than a clever and 
popular leader, John O. Gross told 
a Methodist conference on the min- 
istry here. 

Dr. Gross, executive secretary of 
the schools and colleges division 
of the Methodist Board of Educa- 
tion, said there are some current 
notions which promote the idea 
that a minister should be a glad- 
hander and a professional joiner. 

“Helping human beings recog- 
nize that the gospel of Christ is 
the main scurce for enrichment of 





No Glad-Hander 


their nature is the supreme task 
of the minister,” he said. “So among 
the essential qualities he must pos- 
sess are the gift of speaking, the 
power to impart knowledge, and 
skill in the use of ideas. 

“It requires a tremendous moral 
enthusiasm to be a minister. In 
spite of what might seem to be an 
insurmountable barrier, he needs 
a deep inner conviction of the worth 
of the thing.” 

Dr. Gross added that it is not 
naive to have faith in Christ’s plan 
for the world and to discount the 
Messianic claims of science, pub- 
lic education and technology. 








The devotionals for each day are writ- 
ten by the editor, Charlotte Marvin 
Clough. They are similar in content and 
length to the devotionals to be found in 
Day by Day and in The Upper Room. 

While the devotionals are deeply spir- 
itual and helpful, one feels a lack of 
appreciation of the meaning of the Cross 
of Christ and of the great significance of 
the atonement. It is rather the example 
of Christ and the spirit of Christ which 
are magnified. The book has real value 
for family devotional reading, and for 
spiritual stimulation. The two supple- 
ments: Jdeas for the Roles We Play and 
Thoughts fer Special Occasions are writ- 
ten by the editor and are most helpful. 

ARTHUR V. BOAND. 
Dallas, Texas 
THE LORD’S PRAYER; THE BEATITUDES. 


By St. George of Nyssa. Translated and an- 
notated by Hilda C. Graef. The Newman 


Press, Westminster, Maryland. 210 pp., 
$3.00. 
The editors of “Ancient Christian 


Writers,” of which this volume is number 
18, have enriched the church, both Ro- 
man Catholic and Protestant, with a long 
array of freshly translated works of the 
Greek and Latin Fathers, all ably an- 
notated, and all with helpful introduc- 
tions. One of the most readable of these 
volumes is the present one, presenting a 
series of sermons by one of the ablest of 
the Greek writers, Gregory of Nyssa. 
He is better known as a theologian—for 
his writings on the Trinity and on the 
person of Christ. Here he appears as 
a popular preacher, one who expounds 
the Scripture, illustrates its meaning, and 
applies it to the life of his times. 
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FOR SALE 
SIX TRAY ALUMINUM Communion set 
complete with glasses and bread plates, 
$30. Box 8836, Richmond, Va. 


The modern reader will not accept his 
exposition in toto, but he will find much 
that will enrich and stimulate his think- 
ing. The Lord’s Prayer and the Beati- 
tudes take on new meaning as we look 
at them through the eyes of this gifted 
and deeply spiritual theologian and 
preacher of the 4th century. 

ERNEST T. THOMPSON. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Edited by Chris- 
Books, Ince., N. Y. 








A Minute of Prayer. 
topher Cross. Pocket 
35¢, paper. 

The Prayer Life of Jesus. 
Tremaine. Dorrance & Co., 
Philadelphia. $2.00. 

Benedicte’s Scrapbook. Compiled by Wil- 
liam B. Gamble. Wm. B. Eerdman’s Pub- 
lishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. $3.95. 

A Democratic Manifesto. Samuel Enoch 
Stumpf. Vanderbilt University Press, Nash- 
ville. $2.75. 

Treasury of Philosophy. Edited by Dago- 
bert D. Runes. Philosophical Library, N. Y. 
$15.00. 

When God Was Man. J. B. Phillips 
Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn. $1.00. 

The Tinkling Spring: Headwater of Free- 
dom. Howard McK. Wilson. Tinkling 
Spring Publication Committee, Fishers- 
ville, Virginia. $8.00. 

Questions That Matter Most. 
and Tynette Hills. 


$3.50. 


Guy Everton 
Publishers, 


Floyd Ross 
Beacon Press, Boston. 


Ultimate Questions. Nathaniel Micklem. 
Abingdon Press, Nashville. $2.00. 

Love Speaks From the Cross. Leslie Bad- 
ham. Abingdon Press, Nashville. $1.00. 
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CHANGES 

David A. MacLennan, who has been 
professor of preaching and pastoral care 
at the Yale Divinity School since 1949, 
has accepted a call to the Brick church, 
Rochester, N. Y. 

John H. Sadler, of the Philadelphia 
church near Forest Park, Ga., has ac- 
cepted a call to the Kirkwood church, 
Atlanta, Ga., effective in mid-February. 

S. E. McFadden from Tupelo, Miss., to 
Choudrant, La., February 1. 

Wilbur Siddons, Catskill, N. Y., is the 
assistant pastor of Northminster church, 
Washington, N. Y. 

Walter P. Baldwin, missionary to Japan 
now on furlough, and family from Char- 
lotte, N. C., to 1208 Rennie Ave., Rich- 
mond 27, Va. 

Robert Ford from Belle Glade, Fla., to 
First church, Frostproof, Fla. 

James E. Heathwood, formerly of 
Canada, now serves the Madrid, N. Y., 
church. , 

William Lambert from Unionville, N. Y., 
to Valatie, N. Y. 

Walter L. Brown, formerly 
Westminster church, Dallas, Texas, is 
now serving the Northeast church, 301 
S. Van Brunt Blvd., Kansas City, Mo. 

Donald E. Trull from Florence, Pa., to 
the Carmen chapel, Schenectady, N. Y. 

William Young from Alleghany, N. Y., 
to Scottsville, N. Y. 

Carl M. Lazenby from Jonesville, La., 
to Dardenelle, Ark. 

Geo. D. Hopper from Knoxville, Teun., 
to 2112 Q St., Huntsville, Texas 

B. H. Wiggins from Enterprise, Ala., 
to Booneville, Miss. 

Edward N. Hallman from Perrine, Fla., 
to 384 W. 14th St., Hialeah, Fla. 

Cc. K. Douglas from Walterboro, S. C., 
to 500 McNair St., Bainbridge, Ga. 

Jack D. Arbuckle, Greenbank, W. Va., 
will become pastor of the Mt. Pleasant 
church, Sinks Grove, W. Va., in May, in 
addition to serving for half-time as home 


pastor of 


mission pastor for Greenbrier Presbytery. 

Albert C. Burke, Jr., formerly USA 
pastor of Street, Md., is now pastor of 
the newly organized St. Andrew (U. S.) 
church, San Angelo, Texas. Address: 
216 S. Fillmore, Apt. A. 

Geo. A. Buttrick from New York City 
(Madison Avenue church) to 182 Brattle 
St., Cambridge, Mass. 

John W. Creighton, retired USA min- 
ister formerly of New Wilmington, Pa., 
now serves the Willston, Fla., U. S. 
church and those at Norriston and Dun- 
nellon. 

J. E. Bates who has been pastor of the 
Georgia Avenue church, Atlanta, Ga., 
now is serving the White Bluff church, 
Savannah, Ga, 

E. H. Denman, 
Presbyterian pastor, 
Texas, U. S. church. 


former 
is at 


Cumberland 
the Hooks, 


Robert Ray, former pastor in Oak Hill, 


W. Va., is now serving the Point Pleasant, 
W. Va., church. 

Jack Fleck from Springfield, Ky., to 
Wheelwright, Ky., where he will organize 
a new church. 

J. T. N. Keels from Albany, Ga., to 
become minister of evangelism in the 
Decatur, Ga., church, February 1. 

John L. Hottel from Menlo, Ga., to the 
First church, Fort Payne, Ala. 

Robert Edwin Hoffman, formerly asso- 
ciate pastor of the Hanover Street (USA) 
church, Wilmington, Del., now serves the 
Northfork, W. Va., (U. S.) church. 

Chas. M. Hanna, Jr., from the Nettle- 
ton, Mass. (USA) church to the Somer- 
set, Ky., (U. S.) church, February 1. 

J. Don Skinner from Williamston, N. C., 
to the Northside church, Burlington, N. C. 

Wm. W. Peters, who has been studying 
in Scotland, is now pastor of the Alder- 
son, W. Va., church. 

Wilbur R. Parvin from the Lugoff, S. C., 
(U. S.) church to the Erwin, Tenn., 
(USA) church. 

Raymond L. Nelson from Flemington, 
Ga., to Hinesville, Ga., where a new 
church is being organized. 


DEATHS 


Roger B. Gardien, Jr., 65, pastor of the 
Hillsboro, W. Va., church, died there 
January 17 following an illness of some 
months. Earlier pastorates were in Ken- 
tucky and Alabama. 

Lamar Ferguson, 77, Decatur, Ga., hon- 
orably retired minister since 1944, died 
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there December 10. He had been super- 
intendent of the Lavonia, Ga., schools 
1917-26 and of the Decatur schools 1926. 
44. 

Andrew Painter Gregory, 87, Jackson- 
ville, Fla., died there January 9. For 
some years he was superintendent of 
home missions for Suwannee Presbytery. 
He has been retired since 1941. 

Henry W. Temple, 91, former United 
Presbyterian pastor and professor emer- 
itus of political science at Washington 
and Jefferson College, died January 11 
at his home in Washington, Pa. 

Mrs. Samuel H. Moffett, former mis- 
sionary to China and wife of the acting 
personnel secretary of the Presbyterian 
USA Board of Foreign Missions, died at 
Princeton, N. J., January 17. 

Jeanette DuBose Junkin, 5-year-old 
daughter of the William F. Junk ns-in 
Formosa died Jan. 14 there after an ill- 
ness with leukemia since October. 


MARRIED 

Edwin F. Montgomery, Jr., pastor at 
Jasper, Fla., and June Conyers were mar- 
ried in the First church, Gainesville, Fla., 
December 28. 


PREACHING CLINIC 


August 2-12, 1955 
Guest Lecturer 





James Stuart Stewart, D.D. 
Professor of New Testament Lan- 
guage, Literature, and Theology, 
University of Edinburgh (New 

College), Scotland 


* * * 


DAILY WORKSHOPS 


PREACHING FOR EVAL- 
UATION AND CRITIQUE 


EVENING LECTURES 


I Exegesis and Homiletics 
II Background and Foreground 
III Exposition and Encounter 
IV Imagination and Realism 
V Doctrine and Decision 
* * x 
For additional information 
write 
Director of Summer Clinic 


UNION THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 
3401 Brook Road 
Richmond 27, Virginia 
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